Neuroblastoma in adults. Three case reports and a review of the literature.
Three adult patients with neuroblastoma have been treated recently at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. One adult neuroblastoma patient experienced two distinct paraneoplastic syndromes that have not been reported previously in association with neuroblastoma. The clinical data on our three patients are presented in detail and the important features of 27 cases that have been described in the literature are summarized. This study suggests that the distribution of primary neuroblastoma sites in adults is similar to that seen in pediatric cases but that the natural history of the disease may be longer. Furthermore, this study suggests that neuroblastoma in adults may be less sensitive to chemotherapy than is the childhood disease.